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1 
The present invention relates fo flash photog- 
raphy and particularly fo an attaching bracket 
by the use of which a flash holder can be readily 
detachably connected fo the wall of a camera. 
Brackets for attaching flash holders fo cameras 5 
bave been commercially available for many years. 
However, those brackets which are and have been 
available for this purpose have been intended 
primarily for attaching the flash holder fo the 
camera so that if can be handled as a unit there- l0 
with and will direct fhe light in e proper di- 
rection for illuminating the subjeek In the ma- 
jority of cases they have included a bracket with 
an end which is permanently attached fo 
camera by a screw engaging the tripod adapfer 15 
socket in the camera body; the flash holder, in 
turn, being connecfed fo the other end of the 
bracket by a clamp ring, or similar structure. 
Such brackets are not adaptable for quick 
tachment and detachment relative fo the camera, 20 
do not hold the flash holder rigidly fo the camera, 
and do not accurately position fhe flash holder 
so that fhe beam is properly direced on the fleld 
of the camera withouf adjustment after the flash 
holder is attached to the camera. 
One object of the present invention is fo pro- 
vide a bracket for attaching a flash holder to 
the wall of a camera which permits the flash 
holder to be quickly snapped into place on the 
camera with no turning of clamping screws be- 
ing necessary. 
Another object is to provide a bracket of the 
type set forth ,which, whfle allowing ready re- 
moval of the flash holder from the camera, pre- 
vents if from being accidentally released there- 
from. 
A further object is to provide a bracket of the 
type described which rigidly holds the flash 
holder on the wall of the camera in position to 
properly direct the beam of the flash onto the 40 
subject being photographed, the position of the 
flash holder being duplicated each rime the 
saine is placed on the camera without requiring 
supplemental adjustment thereof. 
And, still another object is to provide a bracket 4 
of the type set forth which holds the flash holder 
on the camera with suflicient rigidity fo permit 
it fo be used as a handle for carrying and hold- 
ing the camera in picture-taking position. This 
]eaves one hand of the photographer free for 0 
making the necessary focus, diaphragm and 
other adjustments, and is a particularly desirable 
feature in connection with press or .view-type 
cameras. 
The novel features that I consider çharaçter- 55 
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istic of my invention are set forth with par- 
ticu!arity in the appended c]airns. The inven- 
tion itself, however, both as fo ifs organization 
and its methods of operation, together with ad- 
ditional objects and advantages thereof, will best 
be undeïsood from the ïollowing descripton 
when read in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a rear elevational view showing a flash 
holder attached fo the wall of a cameïa by a 
bracket constructed fil accordauce with a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention. 
The flash ho]der and camera have been shown 
in dotted lines so as fo clearly differentiate the 
parts making up the brackefl from the camera 
and flash holder; if being pointed out that this 
bracket is hot limited fo use with any particular 
form of flash holder, or camera; 
Fig. 2 is a partially sectional and elevational 
view of the base plate forming a part of the 
bracket looking from the side thereof .which 
normally engages the camera and showing the 
manneï in which prongs on a lower bracket mem- 
ber engage transverse slots therein to hold the 
lower end of the flash holder onto the camera; 
(Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken sub- 
stantially on line --- of Fig. 1 and showing the 
relative position of the parts when the flash 
holder is latched on the camera; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged plan view of the latch 
portion of the bracket and showing the relative 
position of the parts as the flash holder is being 
moved fo a latched position on the camera; 
Fig. 5 is a view simflar fo Fig. 4 but showing 
how the release member of the latch must rst 
be moved in a transverse direction before if can 
be moved longitudinally fo release the latch; 
Fig. 6 is a view simflar fo Figs. 4 and 5 but 
showing the latch moved fo a released position; 
and 
Fig. 7 is an enlarged sectional view taken sub- 
stantially on line ,-- of Fig. 4. 
Like reference characters refer fo correspond- 
ing parts throughout the drawing. 
ïeferring now to the drawings, my flash holdm" 
bracket comprises a base plate 8, of the form 
best slown in Fig. 2, which is fastened fo the 
vertical side wall of a camera C by a plurality of 
screws l. The lower end 2 of the base plate 
  is turned outwardly from the camera wall and 
is pïovided with a pair of narrow slots - spaced 
fïom one another transversely of the plate. A 
pair of prongs , turned down from the end 
of a lower bracket  fastened fo the bottom of 
the flash holder F, are adapted to slip into the 
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slots 13 and positively hold the lower end of the 
flash holder te the camera wall, as clearly shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2. Preferably, the prong3  
should be wide enough te completely fill the slots 
13 se as te eliminate sidewise play between the 
lower bracket and the base plate. If .vill be 
appreciated that the flash holder F comprises an 
elongated case adapted te contain flashlight bat 
teries and having a reflector 1, flxed te the front 
near the top in encircling relation te a lamp 
socket, net shown. The flash-holder may also 
include a pushbutton B on the rear wall adjacent 
the top thereof which is depressed with the 
thumb te instigate a flash exposure. 
Adjacent the upper end of the base plate a 
pair of simflar U-shaped lugs 16 are formed out 
of opposite edges of the base plate. As clearly 
shovn in Fig. 1, the vertical portion oî each lug 
16 is spaced away frein the camera wall, or the 
base plate proper, and constitute parts of a latch 
mechanism for holding the flash holder on the 
camera wall, as will be hereinafter fully de- 
scribed. The extreme upper end oï the base 
plate may terminate L' a turned-over end 7 
which is slotted te receive one end of a carrying 
straP 18 with which a camera of the press type is 
usually provided. 
Fixed te the upper end of the flash holder F 
by screws 9 is an upper bracket 20 disposed ver- 
tically above the lower bracket and adapted te 
carry at its end a latching mechanism for releas- 
ably locking the flash holder on the camera. A 
best shown in Figs. 4-6, the free end of the upper 
bracket is provided with a pair of spaced ears 2, 
spaced apart by such a distance that when the 
end of the bracket is moved toward the camera, 
the straight edges 22 of the ears embrace the out- 
side edges 23 of the vertical portions oî the lugs 
16 on the base plate and thus insure the upper 
end of the flash holder having no sidewise play on 
the camera wall. The inner corner of each ear 2  
is tapered inwardly, as shown ai 2, se as te en- 
gage the outside edges of the lugs and properly 
guide the end of the upper bracket into final posi- 
tion as the flash holder is swung toward the 
camera about the fulcrum provided by the prongs 
I and the slotted-end 12 of the base plate en- 
gaged thereby. This construction also insures 
the latch elements on the upper bracketbeing 
properly aligned with the lugs 16 which they en- 
gage when the flash holder is swung te a latched 
position, as wfll be fully described hereinaïter. 
Fixed te the upper bracket 2}, and extending 
frein the one side.thereof, are a pair of headed 
studs 2. Slidably mounted on these studs is a 
lateh plate 26 provided with two elongated slots 
27 engaging the studs. Extending frein the side 
of said latch  pIate are a pair of similar hook- 
shaped latch members 28 which are adapted te 
positively engage the vertical portions of opposite 
ones of lugs $ and positively lock the upper end 
of the flash holder te the base plate I {} and camera 
C, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.- The latch plate and 
latch members are normally moved te a latching 
position on studs 2 by a tension spring 29, one 
end-I{} of which engages a hole in a turned-down 
end $ I of the lateh plate, see Fig. 7. The forward 
ends of the hook-shaped latch members are 
tapered, as shown, se that when the upçer end of 
the flash holder is swung toward the camera te a 
latehing position, they will engage the corners of 
lugs 16 and be cammed out of tte way and sub- 
sequently snap back into positive engagement, or 
overhanging relation, with lugs 16. An inspection 
of Figs. -6.ill show how the tapered portion 4 
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of each ear 2 on the bracke serves te pïoperiy 
align the latch nïembers 28 with he lugs l0 which 
they engage as the flash holder is swung te 
final position. When the flash holder is in latcl» 
5 ed position, the straight faces oï the latch 
bers engage one face oî the vertical portion of 
iugs 6, the end o the upper bracket engages the 
oppesite îace or the lugs, while the outide edge 
of the lugs are embraced by the straight portion5 
le 22 of ears 21. it.will thus be .seen that theïe is 
no pessibitity of relative movcment between the 
uppr bracket and base plate in any direction, 
and, for this reason, the flash holder is held ente 
the cameïa, rigidly enough te serve as a carrying 
15 handle thcrefor without daner of ifs desiïed 
alignmen with the camera ]ens becoming upset. 
Aise, the latch and bracket construction is suï- 
flciently heavy and rigid enough te permit the 
heaviest pïess or view-type camcra te be ca.rïied 
20 by the flash holder as a handle. The upper and 
!ower brackets are of diffren length se as 
mount the flash h01der ai a sufiïcient angle te hc 
camera wal! thatthe-refiecter o the flash holdcr 
will be removed frein the lïeld of the camera ien5 
25 and/or ca'-era view flnder. 
For selectively moving he ]atch plate 2a and 
latch members 11 thereon te aïelease position 
against the action of spring , a release member 
'32 isslidably mounted on the studs2 between the 
30 underside of the upper bracket 2 and the latch 
plate 2, see :Fig. 7. This release member is pro- 
vided with a turned-down end 3 ai the rear of 
the bracket which serres as a thumbpiece by 
means of which the relea.se member can be 
:5 pressed forwardly by the thumb while holding the 
flash holder inthe left hand and the camera in 
the right hand te release the latch. The elon- 
gated slot 3 in the-ïorward end of the release 
member is straight and aligned with that in the 
4o latch-plate, whereas the elongated slot 3 ai the 
rear of the. release member is offset frein a line 
joiuing the studs and terminates in a transverse 
portion into.which the stud moves when the re- 
lease member is in ifs normal position. The 
45 lease member is normally returned te the position 
shown in Figs. 1 and 4, due te a combined longi- 
tudinal and cocking motion, by spring 29 having 
ifs end S flxed te an arm S-on the release ruera- 
ber disposed eccentrically te the foremost stud 
50 By passing the intermediate portion of a common 
coil spring 29 around a fluted portion 3 of the 
rearmost stud 2, see Fig. 7, and having the op- 
posite ends thereo connected te the latch plate 
26 and the releáse member 2, as shown and de- 
55 scribed, a single spring is ruade te de the job of 
two separate springs. 
The reach of the-spring 29 connected te the re- 
lease member net only serres te retract the 
lease member te-ifs rearmost position, but also 
60 serres te pivot the release member about the fore- 
most stud when the transverse portion of slot 
cornes opposite the .stud engaged thereby. Ai this 
rime the stud moves into the transverse portion 
of stud 3 and the right-hand end of the thumb 
65 portion $ on the release member, looking ai Fig. 
1, movesbehind one of lugs , see Figs. 1 and 4. 
If is thus impossible te push the release member 
longitudina]ly forward te release the latch and, 
by virtue ofthis construction, the latch is pre- 
70 vented frein accidental release which might be 
occasioned by any number of diffeçent circum- 
stances; for example, by the photographer 
cidentally pushing the release member instead of 
pushbutton B in attempting te take a picture. 
75 - As clearly shown in.Fig. 5, in order te release 
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the lth-, the; retease, member, 32: musk lïrs,, be 
swuïg.abou:the fron.stud.a.a piot by» 
sidewas on the thumh portion 33. and  in. a 
direction as dictedï by the arro  Fig,., 5 
hen this is done» he-. tr.ansver. çrton. o 
39 is moved aay from the reaost, stud, 
the end of thumb. çiec  is moed' to. oe sde 
of t  lug  @. N the release, meuler : cn 
be pushed  longitudaHy fozward as indiad 
bF the ar0.  in g. 6. and,. in so moing , the 
front edge of- e thumh rion  engages  
end 4 off lah plate  and: me i fard 
t a lah.-releasg-, position, as show, in.. F.. 6. 
 sh0wn  . , the endi Qf he !ach. ptae 26 
which ia t« be engag.ed b the thub, portiQl! 
for. th cockd sDn of the rele memhe 
relative  the latch memher h.en. i  pesitiQn 
 h moye fowsr.d!y o. a lah,rele:ing: 
nçcsary to. sin-th¢ top prtion of he. fish 
en un tbç: prongs 4- are. tipped çno.ugh se 
tha. thoF ca be lffted ou. o. he. sle%:  in 
the flsh h9!" tç. thç cmera, the prons . 
in_ %he slotd en -2 . tbe heom OE he. base 
plate. The flash holder  then rotated Bpw@rdly., 
pivoting about the slotted end 2, until the latch 
members 28 on the upper bracket snap into 
engagement with the ls 6. on the base plate. 
Alçugh I have shown and described certa 
embodents of my vention, I ara aware that 
many moflçation thereo are possible. My 
invention, therefore, is hOt- to be restricted fo 
the precise details of construction of the embodi- 
ments shon d describeoE but is intended to 
cever alt. mo.cations comg within the scope 
of e app.ended cls. 
H.g thus describ.ed  invention, wh I 
cla is new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States : 
1. A bracket for attacng a flash holder fo 
the side wall of a camera comprisg in com- 
bation a base plate permanently attached fo 
the wall of the camera, the lower end of said base 
plate extending away from the camera wall and 
provided with a transverse slot; a pair of lugs 
on the upper end of said base plate spaced away 
from said plate proper and spaced from each 
other traversely of said base plate; a lower 
bracket flxed ai one end to the lower end of 
the flash holder, the other end thereof provided 
with a prong adapted to extend through and 
pivotally engage said slot in the lower end of 
the base plate; an upper bracket flxed ai one 
end to the upper end of said flash holder, and 
extenoeng from the saine side of the flash holder 
as said lower bracket; a pair of latch members 
moted on the free end of said upper bracket 
 move to and from a normal position, wherein 
they are adapted  positively eage said pair 
of Iugs when the upper end of said flash holder 
is pivoted toward the camera wall about its lower 
end, mea for selectively movg said latch 
members from their normal position fo a re]ease 
sition and cluoeng a part which must be 
moved  two different directions in succession 
so as to prevent accidental detachment of %h 
flash holder from the camera. 
2. A flash holder bracket accordg to claire 1, 
in which the free end of said upper bracket 
temates in a pair of ears transversely spaced 
thereon so that a straight portion on each, and 

whioh-porions are parallel to. eaot, other, em- 
brace, the: ou.er' ees o. sid lugs et te base 
pl when. the.. la, ch membs, are eng.agd with 
said tugs, whereby the upper bracke is piely 
 held.ag.a trasetse moemÇnt relative to.the 
base pla:t,. 
3: A flash:hOirie, bracet ccording to claim 1, 
 wch thç free: en f sid Uppçr bracet 
teras fn a. air f, ea tansesely spaced 
lo t.heeo so a- thç i,nner, edge of e.ach embraces 
the  u.er edge of oppeste oes of said lugs on 
thç bae, p}ae when. the upper, backçt !s moved 
itff, eçaçt ith_ sad: base plate;, a portion of 
thç, ç e.4ge o e.,ch of. the. eçs, icluding, the 
:5 etreme ouer ed: thoraX- be.g tapered ou- 
wÇry - froc-, t. P!e inplig ' the outer eges 
o said lgs:  gie  h upç bcket into 
re  posO relie to thç lugs o the base 
lte fr si. !atch. mmers  engage, sad lugs. 
OEo 4, A. bÇeke for cg a flaSh holder o 
thç. sde a!l o  çmç cpmçisinff, i cÇmbina- 
ti.on.  Çse p!: peat atced p the 
wal., of h çamçr.a thç. ower e of s baÇe 
plate extedg . ay: fFm si: cera wa!l: and 
5 Prded. with a traFerse  s;, a_ paiç of lugs 
on the upper end of said base late in paralel 
spaced relate with said, bae  lae an.d spaced 
fr0m. each oth rsvere!y  o s.aid bae plate; 
a oe brackeç, flxÇd ai oe end te thç bottom 
0 of said flash holde the outer  end thereof ter- 
minating  a turned-dew: prçg dap.ted fo 
extend thro.ug ai !ot and pvoally egage 
said çer en,of the. bas.e plate an UpPer brackeç 
flxe at oe ed .. thç uer end  e te flash 
5 holder ad extending from he saine sid¢ of the 
flas helder, as Said iwer bracket a latch plate 
sNdçably meted on the re end- e said upper 
bracke  movç transverselY of said base plate 
to and frm a latching position, a pair, of latch 
o members extending, from said ]atch late and 
adapd: te p0sitie, eaç said lugs en te base 
plate when said. latch plate is in its latching 
position to hold the flash holder on said camera 
wall; a spring normally moving said latch plate 
 its latching position; means for selectively 
4 movg said latch plate from ifs ]atchg posi- 
tion and comprisg a release member movab 
mounted on said upper bracket to move between 
an inoperative position, wherein it allows said 
latch plate  assume its normal latching position, 
50 and an operative position, wherein if moves said 
latcng plate from i locMng position; an oper- 
ative connection between said release member 
and said latching plate adapted to be established 
dufing movement of said release member to i 
55 operative position, a spring nomally moving 
said release member to its inoperative position; 
and means for preventing said release member 
from being moved to its operative position untfl 
it is flrst moved in a direction different from 
60 that it is to be moved to reach its operative 
position, whereby accidental release of said latch- 
ing means  prevented. 
5. An attaching bracket accordg to claire 4, 
characred by the fact that the saine sprg 
65 serves  more said lah plate to its latch posi- 
tion and said release member  i inoperative 
position. 
6. An attachg bracket according to claire 4, 
in which said release member is slideably mounted 
70 on said upper bracket by a p and slot connection 
which positively preven longitudinal movement 
of said member from i normal inoperative posi- 
tion to ifs operative position until one end thereof 
is flrst pivod in a direction substantial trans- 
75 verse to said member; and in which said spring 
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normally acting on said release member is ar- 
ranged fo more if longitudinally and pivot if about 
one end and thereby return it to ifs full inopera- 
tire position. 
7. An attaching bracket according to claim 4, 
characterized by the fact that said latch plate is 
providing with two longitudinal slots engaging a 
pair of studs on said upper bracket fo slide longi- 
tudinaily in moving between ifs two positions, said 
release member provided with two longitudinal 
slots engaging said pair of studs on said upper 
bracket and lying in superposed relation with said 
latch plate; a turned-down end on said release 
member adapted to engage said iatch plate and 
more it to ifs inoperative position when the 
lease member is moved iongitudinaliy from its 
inoperative position; the slot in the release mem- 
ber adjacent said turned-down end having a 
transverse portion adapted to engage the stud 
extending through said slot when said release 
member is pivoted about said other pin and there- 
by lock said release member against longitudinal 
movement until itis moved transversely to re- 
lease said pin from the transverse portion of said 
slot; and said spring normaliy urging said release 
member fo ifs inoperative position acting on the 
end of said release member remote from said 
turned-down end and to one side of the line 
joining said studs so as fo normaliy tend to more 
said release member longitudinaliy and trans- 
versely toits fuli inoperative position. 
8. An attaching bracket according to claire 4, 
characterized by the fact that said latch plate is 
provided with two longitudinal slots engaging a 
pair of studs on said upper bracket fo slide iongi- 
tudinaliy in moving between ifs two positions, 
said release member provided with two longitu- 
dinal slots engaging said pair of studs on said 
upper bracket and iying in superposed relation 
with said latch plate; a turned-down end on said 
release member adapted to engage said latch plate 
and more if fo ifs inoperative position when the 
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release member is moved iongitudinaily fïom 
inoperative position; the siot in the release mem- 
ber adjacent said turned-down end having a 
transverse portion adapted to engage the stud 
5 extending through said slot when said release 
member is pivoted about said other stud and 
thereby lock said release member against longi- 
tudinal movement until it is moved transverse]y 
to release said stud from the transverse portion 
10 of said slot, and wherein the spring normally 
moving said latch plate toits latching position 
and said spring normally moving said release 
member te its inoperative position are replaced 
by a single tension spring having one end fastened 
]5 te one end of the latch plate and the other end 
fastened to the end of said release member oppo- 
site the turned-down end thereof and to one side 
of the line joining said studs; the intermediate 
portion of said spring engaging an arbor spaced 
2O from the fixed ends of said spring by a distance 
suflicient to place both reaches of the spring 
under tension, said arbor being offset with respect 
to the point of connection of the end of the spring 
with said release member to cause this reach of 
25 the spring to tend to pivot the release member 
around the stud adjacent the attached ends of 
the spring and thereby more said transverse por- 
tion of the slot into engagement with its respec- 
tive stud. 
30 APTHUI B. FOX. 
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